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TOWN OF OSCEOLA 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2020 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of Osceola met for a regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Osceola Town Hall, 516 East Avenue North, Dresser, 

Wisconsin. 

 

CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER: Chair Schmidt called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
VERIFICATION OF MEETING POSTING: Gustafson verified that the meeting was posted at the 

Town Hall, the Dresser Post Office, First National Community Bank and the Town website. 

 

PLEDGE: Chair Schmidt led those present to the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of Ameri-

ca. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: Brandon Whittaker, Mike Wallis and Doug Schmidt 

ABSENT:  None 
 

ALSO PRESENT: Neil Gustafson - Interim Clerk, Public Works Supervisor Tony Johnson, Jo & Ed 

Everson, Rebekah Gustafson, Jon Cronick, Jim & Donna Berg, Linda Nelson, Tom Magnafici, Marian 

Nelson, Jeremy & Teresa Utke, Warren Johnson, Denise Skjerven, Ryan Lee, Bob Wright, Bernie 

Desmarais, Marcia Dressel, Mary Weinberg, Chuck Van Duynhoven, Pete Kammerud, Dean & Diana 
Anderson, Kim Kaiser, Mary Stirrat of the Leader newspaper and Matt Anderson of Osceola Sun 

newspaper.  

  

PRESENTATION OF BILLS: 

Check Numbers 16869 through 16890 were approved by the Board.  

Whittaker questioned a past due bill and an attorney letter regarding the unpaid balance for headset 
training from Bitworks. 

  

Schmidt stated that the headsets do not work after spending $500 on them to comply with ADA 

guidelines. Bitworks claims that they came to check out the headsets and train the staff how to 

properly use them and no staff members were on site, but someone obviously had to be there to let 
them in. Schmidt refused the payment as he felt that this should be warranty work, especially since 

the headsets have continued to malfunction in times of need for important meetings. 

  

Whittaker questioned why this issue was not brought before the board. 

 

Schmidt responded that Whittaker should have seen it in previous months bills. 
 

Whittaker stated that the original bill would have come long before the letter from the attorney. This 

letter should have been presented to the Board along with the Town’s attorney. Whittaker asked if 

Wallis remembered anything about this. 

 
Wallis stated that he remembered something about it. 

 

Whittaker stated that the bill should be paid, and the Town should discontinue doing business with 

Bitworks. 

 

Wallis stated that the headsets need to work and questioned how they should move forward. 
 

Schmidt stated that he felt that they should not pay the bill if the headsets do not work. 
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Whittaker stated the he would like to see if Bitworks would resolve the issue if the bill is paid. 

Wallis stated that taking our business elsewhere may impact them more than refusing to pay the bill. 

 
MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO PAY THE PAST DUE BITWORKS INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $229.96.  MOTION CARRIED, WITH SCHMIDT VOTING NAYE. 

 

Schmidt reiterated that the bill should be paid after the devices actually work. 

 

AGENDA: 
MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO MOVE PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE TO BEFORE OLD BUSINESS 

FOR THIS MEETING AND ALL FUTURE MEETINGS DUE TO THE TOWN PAYING 94 HOURS OF 

OVERTIME FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR SITTING THROUGH MEETINGS.  

Schmidt would like the Public Works Director to stay for meetings if roads are a topic. He also sug-

gested comp time for meeting time. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANAMOUSLY. 

 

Warren Johnson asked that the public be able to speak during the School Board Presentation. 

 

Schmidt said that he would not allow it. 

 
Johnson stated that now would be a good time for an explanation. 

 

Schmidt stated that he would explain later. 

 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS AMMENDED. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Opened at 6:46 p.m. 

 

Schmidt stated that there will be no public input allowed after Public Comment, the remainder of the 

meeting would be for board discussion only. However, in April things would return to normal and the 
public will be allowed to have input throughout future meetings. Schmidt also reminded those in at-

tendance that Town residents will have the first opportunity to speak, followed by non-residents. 

 

Linda Nelson stated that she would like the new Public Works Supervisor to be introduced. 

 

Teresa Utke presented Whittaker with documents regarding the School Board Presentation. 
 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER TO ALLOW 30 MINUTES OF PUBLIC DISCUSSION FOLLOWING THE 

SCHOOL BOARD PRESENTATION. 

 

Wallis inquired if the representative from the school board was OK with this. 
 

Pete Kammerud agreed to answer questions to the best of his ability but stated that he cannot speak 

for the entire School Board. He recommended attending an upcoming referendum informational 

meeting. 

 

Utke stated that many residents have attended school informational meetings but are not getting an-
swers in a timely manner. 

 

Wallis stated that if the presenter was not prepared for questions, then the Board should respect 

that. 

 
Schmidt suggested that Utke use her 3 minutes during public comment to present her questions. 

 

WALLIS STATED THAT THE MOTION HAD BEEN SECONDED BY DE FACTO WHEN DISCUSSION 

HAD BEEN INITIATED WITHOUT WAITING FOR A SECOND.  
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ROLL CALL VOTE - WHITTAKER: YES; SCHMIDT: NO; WALLIS: YES. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Wallis stated that this is at the will of the presenter. 

Ed Everson asked why nothing is being done regarding trucks on Oak Dr. He stated that the roads 

are bleeding, the frost is coming out and the road is being pounded by heavy trucks. Why aren’t the 

roads being posted? 

 

Whittaker questioned whether they should inform Waste Management to use the portion of the road 
that was built for the trucks. He suggested a permanent posting for the other side. 

 

Amy Middleton spoke about the history of the Plan Commission and how it has been meeting a long 

time. A guest was brought in to address the Plan Commission at the July meeting regarding factory 

farming and what the Town can do about it. That was the point at which the Town began a race to 
the bottom on decorum and that is where the Town has ended up where it is today. In July there was 

name calling at a Board meeting, a hostile environment was created, the Town lost staff, lost a Plan 

Commission member and is continuing to lose staff in this downhill slide. The Plan Commission 

needs to be able to meet and have level-headed conversations and address upcoming topics without 

burying their heads in the sand. The Town should not be caught flat footed on issues such as this. 

The Plan Commission needs to be able to bring outside sources in without bringing them into a hos-
tile environment because the Town does not have the budget to hire experts. Many outside resources 

have come in over the years and been very helpful and that it is important that they can continue to 

do so without coming into a hostile environment. The CAFO issue needs to be addressed at the Town 

level even though it is being addressed at the State and County level because they are being very lax 

about the issue. The Town needs to weigh in and connect the dots and do so in a respectful environ-
ment. Whether it goes to the Plan Commission or the Board just deals with it, it is still an issue and 

still out there. 

 

Warren Johnson expressed his thanks to Gustafson and Everson for their efforts and volunteering, 

and also how proud he is of the Town residents for stepping up in times like these when changes 

needed to happen. He doesn’t think there are many other Towns where residents would volunteer 
their time the way ours have been. He is also excited for Tony Johnson to join the staff. He stated 

that it is ironic that Waste Management imposes a fuel surcharge on our residents, but yet we put up 

with their landfill in our Town and let them pound our roads. He also noted that after recently speak-

ing with a County employee it was stated that it will soon be easier to open a landfill than to start a 

farm in Polk County, which he found interesting considering the recent CAFO discussions in our 

Town. He felt that as the Town has these discussions, there is nothing wrong with a little bit of lively 
debate. When residents do not have the opportunity to ask questions, that bothers him. Several 

years ago, a gentleman got on the agenda and came to a Board meeting to talk about outside influ-

ences on the elections with money. That individual did an excellent job presenting to the Board, but 

the Town did not enact the proposal that he had suggested. This bothered Johnson because he felt 

that the individual was right and did a fantastic job presenting it. Now it seems as though it is the 
complete opposite, the Town is allowing outside influences to come in from other counties and other 

states and that is what makes the residents upset. At a past meeting, there were all sorts of outsid-

ers present, a camera man was hired to intimidate people and he confirmed that himself and that 

bothers people. As our Town is concerned about CAFO’s coming in, there is currently a company 

looking to purchase a facility to make fake meat, which seems very ironic and is the reality of what is 

taking place. Allowing outside influences to come in an speak and then not allowing residents to ask 
questions is what is frustrating people. In closing, he noted that if the Town has residents coming in 

and volunteering their time, there should not be Board members coming in and sitting and visiting 

with them, talking about life. They are here to work, leave them alone, let them do their job, its not 

social hour.  

 
Mary Weinberg asked Johnson to define an outside influence. 

 

Johnson stated that it is non-residents coming in and taking up public comment. 
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Weinberg inquired if it was regarding outside financial influences or bringing in outside experts or 

stacking the audience. 

 
Schmidt stated that this is not a time for debate between residents, only comments. 

 

Bernie Desmarais noted that he knows absolutely nothing about CAFO’s and suggested that the Plan 

Commission should take up the CAFO issue. The Plan Commission should research the issue and 

bring their suggestion to the board because that is where the work is usually done in a municipality, 

at a committee level. He stated that he had not attended the meetings this summer, but now attends 
due to the decay in decorum since the July meeting when an outside source came in and proclaimed 

to be an expert on CAFO’s and made a presentation to an agrarian culture and got everybody all riled 

up. He thinks that the Plan Commission should take this topic on locally, make a recommendation 

and present their findings to these people that are their neighbors. He questioned who brought the 

so-called expert to the July meeting, which sparked this race to the bottom in our Town and stated 
that whoever that individual is should feel bad. 

 

Ryan Lee questioned why there has been a significant turnover of Town personnel over the course of 

the past year including the Public Works Supervisor, Town Clerk, Plan Commission member, and a 

key election official. Was this due to wages, a toxic work environment, a negative attitude from resi-

dents towards Town staff or just better opportunities elsewhere. Whatever it is, it needs to be figured 
out. The Town does not want to gain the reputation of being a bad place to work. We want people to 

be excited to be members of the Town’s workforce and various committees. He looks forward to a re-

sponse on this topic from the Board. 

 

Marian Nelson from Grantsburg spoke regarding Senate Bill 808 and Assembly Bill 894 taking away 
local control regarding CAFO’s. Senate Bill 808 became public knowledge on Tuesday, February 11, 

2020 and by Thursday, February 13, 2020 it was on the Senate floor. It was being fast tracked and 

was drafted in collaboration with the Dairy Alliance of WI, WI Farm Bureau Federation, the Dairy 

Business Association, WI Pork Producers Assoc., WI Cattleman’s Assoc., WI Association of Profes-

sional Agricultural Consultants, WI Towns Assoc. and the WI Counties Assoc. At the public hearing, 

the majority of the time was given to the big Ag industry and other voices supporting CAFO’s. Other 
citizens were given a very short period to speak and were cut off. At the last minute, Senate Bill 808 

was pulled back when the Dairy Alliance withdrew their support because there was wording that 

would allow for some local control. A question that came to her mind was whether Towns asked for 

local control to be relinquished to the State. She never heard anything about it in her Town. She en-

couraged everyone in attendance to watch Senate Bill 808 and Assembly Bill 894 or any other gov-

ernment action that takes away local control.  
 

Public Comment Closed at 7:15 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

MOTION BY WALLIS/WHITTAKER TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 4, 2020 REGU-
LAR TOWN BOARD MEETING, THE FEBRUARY 12, 2020 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING, THE 

FEBRUARY 17, 2020 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING AND THE FEBRUARY 26, 2020 SPECIAL 

TOWN BOARD MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – TONY JOHNSON, PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR 

Chair Schmidt introduced Tony Johnson as the new Public Works Supervisor. Today Tuesday March 

3, 2020 was his first day. He also thanked Tony Johnson, Ed Everson, and anyone else who helped 

out during the position vacancy. 

 

Johnson stated that he was excited to serve the community. Feel free to call anytime and he is ready 
to help. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
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Schmidt stated that it would be strictly board discussion from here on, other than topic 10a regard-

ing the School Board Presentation. 

 
EASY IT GUYS PROPOSAL 

Whittaker invited Chuck Van Duynhoven from Easy IT Guys to discuss and answer questions re-

garding Town emails, computer security, the website and a timecard system in order to run the Town 

like a business. 

 

Van Duynhoven stated that he was there to answer any questions on increasing security and effi-
ciency.  

 

Whittaker asked if the Easy IT Guys will contract some services if the Town does not elect every ser-

vice proposed. 

 
Van Duynhoven replied that yes, there are many levels of service. 

 

Wallis asked what website security means, especially since our website does not transfer sensitive 

information. 

 

Van Duynhoven stated that the current website will prompt users saying that it is not secure, and 
this will turn many users away. 

 

Wallis stated that the payments that are made online are redirected to a secure site.  

 

Van Duynhoven stated that with the new website there would be no threat of release of information 
and much more usability to the site.  

 

Wallis inquired what the Easy IT Guys use for security software.  

 

Van Duynhoven stated that they use the best of the best, 3rd party programs and many different lay-

ers of security to protect the site. 
 

Wallis inquired about professional emails and what program the Easy IT Guys use. 

 

Van Duynhoven responded that they use Microsoft Outlook for email. This allows them to perform 

disaster recovery and it is an added benefit having them right onsite in St. Croix Falls. 

 
Wallis inquired if it was a Gmail account with an alias in front of it. Van Duynhoven responded that 

it is a domain-based Microsoft email that is associated with the Town’s web address. 

 

Whittaker added that the Town would own the email accounts and that they would be easily trans-

ferable to new employees or board members when there is turnover.  Everything would also be saved 
to the Cloud. His opinion is that this would be the Town’s best option. 

 

Van Duynhoven reiterated that it provides continuity during employee transitions and saves all the 

emails from past employees. 

 

Wallis inquired if Board members would have access to these emails at their homes. Van Duynhoven 
responded that they would. 

 

Schmidt expressed his concern regarding many recent hacks and cyber-attacks. 

 

Everson stated that the Town had just recently experienced a Spam attack on the Town’s Yahoo 
email account. She also noted that Polk County does not recognize Yahoo email accounts, which 

made the recent election a nightmare regarding any correspondence with the county. She will not go 

through another election with the current email system. 
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Schmidt inquired if Office 365 was secure. Van Duynhoven responded that it was and that most mu-

nicipalities are using that software and exchange server. 

 
The group began calculating the total cost for emails. Whittaker suggested that they review the total 

cost after reviewing all the proposals on the table. He also noted that the Town needed a local com-

pany to provide VIP IT services and reiterated the importance of investing in security. 

 

Schmidt asked Van Duynhoven for his opinion regarding the Town having a Facebook page. He ex-

pressed his concerns regarding the public being able to make comments and asked if it was wise to 
be on Facebook. 

 

Van Duynhoven stated that it was a good idea for the Town to have a Facebook page and that he felt 

that it was the best platform to use. He also noted that in his opinion, more people use Facebook 

than internet websites for getting information. 
 

Gustafson noted that the Town is currently using a Facebook page versus a closed group. A page al-

lows comments to be left on posts, while a closed group would require an administrator to approve 

comments before they are posted. At this time, the Town has an unofficial policy that the page is for 

information only and that all comments, good, bad or indifferent are hidden in order to avoid any 

controversy. It is stated this way right on the page. 
 

Gustafson asked Van Duynhoven for his opinion regarding a Town page versus a closed group. Van 

Duynhoven stated that he would definitely recommend a Town page over a closed group. In his opin-

ion, it should be an open forum for the public and a page will also reach more people than a closed 

group. 
 

Gustafson added that events created on the page are visible to all of the public and will pop up to 

non-followers as a recommendation for a local event. In a closed group, only members can see events 

and receive notifications. 

 

Schmidt stated that Facebook would be discussed later in the meeting. He then questioned why the 
website demo that was provided by the Easy IT Guys had featured the Village of Osceola versus the 

Town. Van Duynhoven explained that it was just an example of their work using the Village of Osceo-

la’s website. 

 

Wallis questioned if internet security and emails were enough services to qualify for the discount. 

 
Van Duynhoven responded that it did not. Those services carry very little margin by themselves to 

cover the background support that the Easy IT Guys would be providing. Their plans are designed to 

best fit the Town’s needs and make it easy to budget with a regular monthly payment. The area that 

they can offer discounts is in their support plans.  

 
Everson looked for clarity on what Support IT was and inquired if it included servers. Van Duynho-

ven responded that Cloud server access was an offering and explained that with Support IT, it would 

be like the Town having its own little IT Team. This support is offered at different plan levels. 

 

Wallis looked for clarification on a website content filter versus antivirus protection. Van Duynhoven 

explained that antivirus warns you of malicious content, a content filter physically blocks the con-
tent. Wallis looked for further clarification whether a program like Norton includes these features as 

well and asked if the content filter is included in the $5 per device, per month plan. Van Duynhoven 

responded that it was included. 

 

Schmidt asked if there were any further questions and there were none. 
 

WEBSITE REBUILD PROPOSALS: TOWN WEB, GOVOFFICE, CIVICCMS 

Schmidt asked if the other Supervisors had taken the opportunity to review the TownWeb and Civ-

icCMS proposals. Wallis and Whittaker responded that they had. 
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Everson noted that there was also a proposal from GovOffice that was loose from the packet and that 

she had previous experience with that program. She also noted that TownWeb integrates with Mi-
crosoft Office 365. 

 

Everson asked Van Duynhoven if it is better to have someone local to support Office 365. Van Duyn-

hoven responded that they can provide that service. 

 

Everson noted that TownWeb offers Facebook integration and has the capability of sending out its 
own notifications to residents that subscribe. It is a program that is geared towards Towns and is 

very easy to use, but it does also come with a three-year maintenance fee. She reiterated that the 

most important fact is that the current website is very difficult to use, and the Town currently must 

pay a web designer just to upload the meeting agendas and minutes. 

 
Wallis inquired what the issue is. Everson explained that the website uses a very difficult path to get 

the information posted. She has attempted it several times and it never work correctly. 

 

Whittaker stated that with what the Town has paid for web services, they could have paid for a new 

website already. 

 
Schmidt stated that CivicCMS was way too expensive. Wallis and Whittaker agreed. Everson added 

that GovOffice is also expensive. 

 

Whittaker asked Van Duynhoven if their website offered everything that TownWeb did. Van Duynho-

ven responded that it did. 
 

Whittaker suggested that for the small difference in cost, his preference would be to use the local 

company. 

 

Schmidt asked for a total cost and inquired where this was supposed to come out of the budget. 

 
Whittaker suggested that maybe the Town could wait on a website, but they definitely needed to con-

sider some of the other services.  

 

Wallis agreed and stated that Whittaker was right on track. He also offered to help work with the ex-

isting website until they could review the next budget. Wallis inquired what exactly the Town would 

be getting with Support IT for $20.00 per device, per month and stated that he was having a hard 
time wrapping his head around that expense. Van Duynhoven stated that the Town would be receiv-

ing security, auditing and protection in advance to a cyber-attack. 

 

Wallis suggested starting with one email address because that is what the Town could afford at this 

time. Gustafson suggested at least two emails to accommodate the Clerk and the Treasurer. Everson 
noted that the Clerk and Treasurer could operate with one email address but suggested that Public 

Works would need a separate email. 

 

Wallis calculated that it would cost $840.00 for emails for the remainder of the year. Van Duynhoven 

added that there is also a $30.00 per month fee for the subscription. Schmidt calculated that would 

increase the cost to $1140.00. 
 

Whittaker suggested subscribing to two emails and Support IT service with internet security and 

same-day service for three computers. Van Duynhoven added that those services would amount to 

$1272.00 for the remainder of the year. 

 
MOTION BY WHITTAKKER/WALLIS TO CONTRACT SERVICES WITH THE EASY IT GUYS FOR TWO 

EMAIL ACCOUNTS AND SUPPORT IT FOR 3 DEVICES AT AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1300.00 

IN THE 2020 FISCAL YEAR. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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QUICKBOOKS ONLINE PROPOSAL 

Schmidt stated that the Town needed to decide on this very quickly. 

 
Everson stated that the total cost would be $1308.00. Whittaker inquired if that was for the Essen-

tials Plan. Everson responded that it was. 

 

Van Duynhoven asked what the Town would say if he told them that Easy IT Guys could provide 

QuickBooks Online at half price for the first year. He then went on to explain that it was a promotion 

offered through QuickBooks to their vendor partners. 
 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO CONTRACT THROUGH THE EASY IT GUYS FOR A 1-YEAR 

SUBSCRIPTION TO QUICKBOOKS ONLINE. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

TOTALPASS PAYROLL ASSISTANT PURCHASE (TIMECARD SYSTEM) 
Whittaker explained that this is a regular, manual style time clock and will be a better option to ac-

commodate part-time employees and snow plowing employees. It does not integrate with Quick-

Books, but it does calculate employee payroll hours and provides a detailed timecard. He also noted 

that Public Works Supervisor, Tony Johnson, has plans to provide a new spreadsheet detailing his 

daily activities. 

 
Everson noted that this system will take away the chance of human error while calculating payroll 

hours. 

 

Wallis asked if this system will automatically subtract ½ hour for lunch breaks. 

 
Whittaker responded that the breaks can be programmed into the system. 

 

Wallis asked if it will automatically subtract a ½ hour lunch break for part-time employees. 

 

Whittaker responded that they would have to review the programming or correct the timecard if it 

does. 
 

Schmidt looked for clarification as to if the timecard entries would still need to be manually entered 

into QuickBooks. Whittaker responded that the timecard system would have everything calculated, 

which will save the Treasurer time, but it would still need to be entered into QuickBooks. The inte-

grated programs that were explored, all came at a very large expense. 

 
Schmidt stated that he did not know where the Town would find the $300.00 expense in the current 

budget. 

 

Warren Johnson stated that he and Tom Magnafici would donate the money for the purchase of a 

new time clock. 
 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO ACCEPT THE DONATION OF $300.00 FROM WARREN JOHN-

SON AND TOM MAGNAFICI FOR PURCHASE OF THE TOTALPASS PAYROLL ASSISTANT 

TIMECLOCK SYSTEM. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

AIR EXCHANGER PROPOSALS 
Gustafson explained that with the current system in place, exhaust is being pulled into the office 

from the shop and it is turning the walls and ceilings black near the diffusers. There currently is no 

exhaust or make up air system in the shop whatsoever. There was a contractor brought in and a 

proposal submitted, however it appeared to only be a band aid to the problem and also would not 

meet code. Gustafson continued by explaining that what was proposed would exhaust out one end of 
the building and pull in subzero air in the middle of winter on the other end. He also checked with 

the building inspector and it would not meet code requirements. Getting a system that would meet 

code requirements would come at a much greater cost. Since there is no money in the budget to 

move forward with this project, there are some things that could be done to help the current situa-
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tion such as sealing the duct work and installing a filter deck in the ceiling versus at the furnace. 

Gustafson will work on figuring out what can be done until there is money in the budget to install an 

air exchange system and will create a proposal to submit to the board at a later date. 
 

  

RECONSIDER RESOLUTION 19-15 APPOINTING 2020-21 ELECTION INSPECTORS (& PAY) 

Schmidt suggested that the pay for Election Inspectors be reconsidered in order to be more compa-

rable with other local municipalities. 

 
Everson stated that election workers have not received a raise since 2008 and suggested that their 

pay be increased to $11.90/hour for Inspectors and $12.90/hour for the Chief Election Inspectors. 

 

Whittaker asked what that cost will be for the town for the remainder of the year with 3 more elec-

tions for the year.  
 

Everson replied that the February election will cost the town about $1200.  

 

Whittaker offered to donate $1000.00 of his pay to help cover the increased cost for election officials. 

 

MOTION BY WALLIS/WHITTAKER TO INCREASE ELECTIONS PAY TO $11.50 PER HOUR FOR 
ELECTION INSPECTORS & $12.50 PER HOUR FOR CHIEF ELECTION INSPECTORS. MOTION CAR-

RIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/ SCHMIDT TO ACCEPT $1000.00 FROM WHITTAKER’S TOWN SUPERVI-

SOR WAGE FOR ELECTION OFFICIALS. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

Wallis questioned if this can be done. 

 

Whittaker stated that his not taking $1000 will put that money back in the budget for the election 

officials. 

 
MOTION BY SCHMIDT/WALLIS TO AMMEND RESOLUTION 19-15 WITH THE PAY INCREASE FOR 

ELECTION INSPECTORS. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

THERE WAS A RECESS OF THE MEETING AT 8:40 P.M. IT RECONVENED AT 8:46 P.M. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

OSCEOLA SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER PRESENTATION 

School Board Member Pete Kammerud encouraged residents to attend the upcoming school meetings 

about the April 7 referendum vote. This referendum includes 1 million dollars this year and 1 million 

dollars next year for operating expenses. It also includes a 10 million dollar referendum for capital 
improvements at the Intermediate, Middle and High Schools. Both options will be paid off in four 

years without a levy increase. The school has the ability to do so because they have paid off some 

previous debt early. They also saved $250,000 by doing so. Kammerud noted that he will accept 

question but will not get into specifics as he volunteered to come present for the night and can’t 

speak on behalf of the School Board. 

 
Whittaker asked why no money was going towards the Elementary School. 

 

Kammerud stated that the long-term goal would be to replace the school so repairs would only pro-

long the need to continue using the building.  

 
Whittaker asked why all these projects need to be done at once. 

 

Kammerud stated that these projects would not all be completed at one time.  
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Whittaker asked if they plan on using local contractors to complete the work. 

 

Kammerud stated that they have worked with an engineering firm first but will get local bids. 
 

Whittaker inquired about the grant that they have already received for security and why they would 

need more. 

 

Kammerud stated that they would need more funding due to the excessive work that would need to 

be done to secure some of the schools, such as moving walls and doorways. 
 

Teresa Utke stated that she values the service provided to our community by the teachers, School 

Board and others in the district. She feels that there is no greater work than of those educating our 

children. She then asked if there was an itemized budget for the proposed 4K program.  

 
Kammerud replied that he was not sure if the budget for this was itemized. 

 

Utke stated that she would like to see a breakdown of the $150,000 for the 4K program and noted 

that the 3% teacher salary increase only adds up to $288,000 not the $400,000 budgeted in the ref-

erendum. She wants to make sure that the difference goes to the teachers. She reiterated again that 

she would like to see things itemized. 
 

Schmidt asked if she has brought these concerns to the School Board. 

 

Utke stated that she has proposed this to another representative of the district, not directly to Kam-

merud or the board. 
 

Kammerud apologized for the lack of response from the district. 

 

Utke stated that currently parents are required to pay for wrap around childcare, but all day 4K 

would be funded by the taxpayers. She also noted that the retirement fund that teachers in the dis-

trict contribute to has been sued by teachers in other districts for not paying their taxes.  
 

Kammerud stated that there was a freeze for teachers on the top end of the pay scale and also for 

administrators’ stipends. 

 

Utke inquired if any of the repairs proposed under the 10 million dollars had been bid out. A re-

sponse that she received at a previous meeting was that the school did not have the time to obtain 
bids. She also inquired what the 1.2 million dollar management fee was for. 

 

Schmidt recommended that Utke take this to the School Board. 

 

Utke replied that she has attended the last three School Board meetings. 
 

Kammerud stated that she should come to a meeting where everyone is present including the Busi-

ness Manager and Superintendent.  

 

Utke stated that it is taking a very long time to get answers from the district. She also noted that she 

spoke with a contractor in eastern Wisconsin that can and will bid this project in a week. 
 

Kim Kaiser suggested that Utke take this to the School Board. 

 

Ryan Lee stated that this will be a public bid and will most likely go to a big company from the Twin 

Cities or Eau Claire. 
 

Schmidt thanked Kammerud for coming and speaking on the topic. 

 

TOWN SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
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Wallis suggested that they table this discussion until next month due to the fact that there will be 

new employees coming on board. He also suggested that the Handbook should be reviewed. He sug-

gested to maybe review the Social Media Policy in April and the Handbook in May. 
 

PLEASANT PRAIRIE CEMETARY ASSOCIATION REQUEST TO USE TOWN HALL FOR MEETING 

MOTION BY SCHMIDT/WHITTAKER TO ALLOW PLEASANT PRAIRIE THE USE OF THE TOWN HALL 

FOR THEIR MEETING. 

 

Wallis inquired how they get in the building for the meeting. 
 

Schmidt stated that they will get a key and will return it when finished. 

 

Whittaker asked if Schmidt would take care of getting the key to and from Pleasant Prairie members.  

 
Schmidt agreed. 

 

POLK COUNTY EMERGENCY CALL LIST 

Schmidt stated that there were two individuals removed from the Polk County Emergency Call List 

without the discussion and approval of the board. He proposed that there should be no change in 

employee status without board approval. He would like these two individuals added back to the list. 
 

Whittaker stated that they interviewed and hired Tony Johnson as the Public Works Supervisor. He 

has the new town cell phone and is now #1 on the list at the County. Tony has the right to pick his 

part-time employees that will be added to the list. Ed Everson is generally available, but Brad is only 

available to help out during the day, which makes it impractical to list him as an emergency contact. 
Last week in the absence of a Public Works Supervisor, Paul was removed, and Doug, Brandon, Tony 

and Mike were added.  

 

Schmidt felt that Whittaker overstepped the authority of the board and would like Paul’s name 

placed back on the list. 

 
Wallis suggested that Johnson confirm who will be his part-time employees and confirm who is listed 

at the county. 

 

Schmidt stated that he will have Johnson contact the county tomorrow and add the appropriate 

names as needed. 

 
Whittaker asked who Schmidt would like added.  

 

Schmidt replied that he would like Paul and Brad added to the list. 

 

Wallis suggested that the decision be left up to Johnson. 
 

CHANGE OF DATE FOR APRIL BOARD MEETING 

Schmidt stated that the next Regular Board Meeting is currently set for April 7th and the Annual 

Meeting for April 21st, but the next election is also scheduled for April 7th. 

 

Whittaker stated that he would be available on the 14th of April. 
 

Schmidt stated that the next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

  

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

The Planning Commission did not meet in February. The group will need help from the Town Clerk, 
once the position is filled, as they move forward with changes to the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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Schmidt stated that it has been a busy month. He attended a recent seminar regarding cyber securi-

ty and Senator Schachtner was there. The County also gave a breakdown of its newly designated de-

partments and gave points of contact. 
 

SUPERVISOR REPORTS 

Mike Wallis has been investigating the Lotus Ridge/Eagle Bluff subdivision. He wanted it to be an 

action item for this meeting, but it did not make the agenda. He feels that when the developer pur-

chased the development, he also bought the previous agreements with it. He would like this to be 

listed under New Business for the April Board Meeting so that the Board can act on it. 
  

Brandon Whittaker nothing new to report this month. 

 

CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT 

Bank Accounts were:  MidWestOne Bank Checking at $877,452.59, MidWestOne Bank Money Mar-
ket Account $240,275.85, and MidWestOne Tax Deposit Account at $195,596.24. 

 

Schmidt gave a thanks to Amanda Nissen and Gustafson for their work over the past months. 

 

Everson stated that the tractor will be paid off today and suggested that the tractor be made availa-

ble for the residents to see.  
 

Whittaker volunteered to back the tractor out of the shop for residents to see. 

 

Everson stated that there was a potential candidate for the Clerk position that needs to be inter-

viewed and she suggested potentially Thursday, March 5.  
 

Schmidt asked if Thursday, March 5, 2020 at 5 p.m. would work. 

 

Wallis and Whittaker agreed that date and time would work. 

 

REQUEST FOR FUTURE MEETING AGENDA ITEMS 
Eagle Bluff subdivision issue. 

 

Social Media Policy. 

 

Schmidt asked that Whittaker follow up with Bitworks. 

 
Whittaker would like to add discussion for the Town to become a 2nd Amendment Sanctuary. 

 

Everson stated that there is a detachment request from the Village of Osceola. 

 

DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ON APPROVAL OF FULL SETTLEMENT & FINAL RELEASE 
OF ALL CLAIMS INCLUDING EXHIBIT A PUBLIC STATEMENT, RELATED TO DEFAMATION 

CLAIM ASSERTED AGAINST THE TOWN BY ANDREW MARSHALL & HIS LAW FIRM, BASSFORD 

REMMELE 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO APPROVE THE FULL SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL 

RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS INCLUDING EXHIBIT “A” PUBLIC STATEMENT, RELATING TO THE DEF-

AMATION CLAIM ASSERTED AGAINST THE TOWN BY ATTORNEY ANDREW L. MARSHALL AND HIS 
LAWFIRM, BASSFORD REMMELE. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Schmidt stated that now Supervisor Whittaker will read the public statement. 

 

Whittaker stated the following: “I, Brandon Whittaker, withdraw all comments I made about Attorney 
Andrew Marshall and his law firm, Bassford Remele, at the Town Board meeting on August 6, 2019. 

Specifically, I retract the statement that Mr. Marshall lied to the Plan Commission. I am not aware of 

Mr. Marshall making any false statements to the Plan Commission. I now understand that Mr. Mar-
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shall and his firm practice in the ag-business area of law and Mr. Marshall has knowledge of issues 

relating to CAFOs. I apologize for any confusion that my statements may have caused.” 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF OSCEOLA HELD 

THIS MARCH 3, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the Meeting was adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 

 
       ____________________________________________ 

                                                            Neil Gustafson, Interim Clerk/Treasurer 

 
TO BE APPROVED:  04/14/2020 

 


